
   

 

Martin’s Lutheran 

Church 

September 2021 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

We once again embark on one of the greatest times of the year, Rally Sunday, the beginning of yet another 

program year in our congregation. Trust me we have and will always continue to do ministry in the summer; 

however, the start of this fall program year is an awesome opportunity for the entire body of Martin’s to come 

back to worship in person once again. We have missed you! Looking at the program year months that we have 

been back to no restrictions on attendance, with masks recommended, our worship attendance, in person, 

average dropped by 40 people for the months of April and May compared to 2019. When we built our new 

sanctuary, we built it bigger to accommodate for the over crowdedness in our old sanctuary. My hope is that 

we will shatter our largest service attendance number, not just on Rally Sunday, but all the Sundays after as 

well. Please don’t get me wrong, it is great to see that many are watching online, however, to be truly church 

together we need to be together in person. Of course, I need to remind all of us that if we are not feeling well, 

we should not come to the building!!! 

I have also asked this question many times and will ask it again. What ministry or mission are we not doing 

that you would like to see us do together as a congregation? I am open to have any conversation with any one 

of you if you have an idea of something we can do for our members and the community that we live in. The 

only way that we grow as a congregation is by looking at ways in which we can do new things and reform old 

things to make them new. This is how things stay fresh. So please call and make an appointment. Even over 

the last year with all we have gone through we have started new ministries, like the Men of Martin’s, small 

group book/Bible study and a youth choir. All have been successful to bring people together and make a 

difference in our congregation. 

If you look back to the beginning of the summer, we had a very successful Vacation Bible School week. Our 

congregation and the community was buzzing over the excitement it brought to our young people and their 

families. It was a success because of the volunteers that helped pull off the event and was impactful for them 

as well. Our ministry programs are only as good as the people that help to make them happen. I do know that 

schedules are tight in many households, but without you we cannot have a program. I just ask that you 

consider being part of the solution to make things better for all of ministry areas. Just like it takes a village to 

raise our children, it takes a village to make our congregation. 

You will be getting a letter soon, as we will be working on cleaning up our database when it comes to 

membership information. When you receive it we ask that you fill out the information that we need to make 

sure we have the most update information. Like any other organization it is important to hold and keep good 

records. Thank you in advance for taking the time to bring our systems up to date. 
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On a personal note, I want to say thank you on behalf of Jennie and myself, with all of the prayers, cards and 

other support that has been extended as we begin this new chapter of our lives battling cancer. Words cannot 

express how blessed we are to have you all in our corner during this process. I am feeling great and want to 

reiterate again that I am here to continue to serve as your Senior Pastor so, if there is a need that you have 

please continue to reach out as we walk together on this journey of faith that God has blessed us with. 

Peace, 
Pastor Mike 

; 
I recently heard that a young man I knew had died in June and his death had signs of being suicide.  It was a 

shock and surprise to process so many emotions in the moment of hearing the news.  Sadness and 

helplessness while also calling to mind all the good memories of our time together.  It is also amazing to me 

to know how our bodies respond as so many feelings come.  Tears are often part of it.  I heard as comforting 

truth that God made tears come from our eyes so they would be seen.  We can look in each others’ eyes and 

feel compassion; we can see the pain, joy, love, or laughter and begin to feel it too.  

As September begins people are busy with school starting.  We are looking forward to Rally Sunday and the 

program year beginning at Martin’s.  September is also suicide prevention month.  While I was learning more 

about that, I was intrigued that the semicolon punctuation mark is a sign of solidarity offering hope and love 

to those struggling with depression, suicide, addiction, and self-injury.  It is a way of saying, “I am still here.”  

The semicolon can be used to join two independent clauses in a sentence showing that the ideas in the two 

clauses are related.  This mark is a reminder that a sentence can still go on after a pause; similarly life can still 

go on.  It shows that an author can choose to end their sentence, but instead chose not to.  There are ways I 

am, and we all are, authoring or telling our story as we live it with the decisions we make and those we choose 

not to make.  Some things we have control and influence of and other things we do not.  For some, the 

semicolon can be an encouragement in those hard times of life to choose and celebrate life.  With a deep 

breath and a pause you can keep going because your story and your life isn’t over; God can help you write the 

rest of the sentence. 

These days more and more conversations happen publicly to help 

people be aware and attend to their mental health.  The last year has 

been very stressful with much turmoil and loss.  How do we live in 

these times except by faith and grounding practices that remind us 

of who we are and whose we are.  As beloved children in God’s 

family there is eternal hope in Jesus whose death was not the last 

word in the narrative and his resurrection continues to be a reason 

for hope as the story continues.  That is part of what makes life like 

a narrative; we engage through action and conflict and come to a 

resolution.  Our stories intersect with each other as God’s story, 

your story, and my story are connected.  Then there is hope and 

transformation in overcoming what might seem impossible.   

Remember, you are not alone and we are all works in progress.  Through it all we journey together.  It is in 

the common interest to prevent disasters whether it be from drought, fire, flood, or other health, safety, or 

wellbeing concerns.   

 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Keith 
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September Youth Gathering Meeting 
All 8th-12th graders and their parents are invited to come to our September Youth Gathering meeting 
Sunday September 26th at 1pm.  We will plan to meet for an hour together to share some information on the 
Youth Gathering and expectations for those that want to sign up and go.  We will talk about fundraisers and 
you can ask questions you have.  There will be forms to 
gather information for registration, a non-refundable 
deposit of $200 ($150 for registration deposit and $50 
for transportation deposit) will secure your spot for the 
trip.  You can take forms with you and fill them out to 
turn at or before our next scheduled meeting on October 
24th at 1pm for the youth and adult leaders 
committed to going to Minneapolis from July 23-28, 
2022!  Then we will spend some time engaging with the 
“Getting Ready” materials for the month.  Our session in 
September is called, “God’s boundless love for humanity.”  Each month the sessions explore one 
of the unit themes: Boundless Love, Boundless Creation, Boundless Forgiveness, Boundless 
Invitation, and Boundless Promise.  There is also a playlist created in Spotify for each unit.  Here 
is the link for Boundless Love which includes “You Say” by Lauren Daigle, “This is Me” from 
The Greatest Showman, “How He Loves” by David Crowder Band, and more. 
 
 

          

Fall Synod Youth Retreats  --  Canceled! 
 

 

 

 

 

Get a coupon Blue Book from a youth or family starting Rally Sunday, 
September 12th for $25.  This is a fundraising opportunity to build up the 
youth accounts for upcoming events like camp, retreats, and the 2022 
Youth Gathering in Minneapolis.  Each book sold means $10 is raised for 
these future events.  Contact Pastor Keith before September 12th so the 
number of books you want to pickup up for your youth will be ready on 
Rally Sunday.  

Coupon Books 
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HOLY YOGA CLASSES 

Class times will be determined each 
week. Fee for the class is a donation 
to the Food Pantry, as we love our 

neighbors as ourselves!  

WIDOW’S GROUP 

Widow’s Group will meet on Monday, 
September 20th at 10:00 am.  

Newcomers are welcome.  For information, 
contact Judy Orvik.  

730-6704 

The quilters will meet at 9:30am on 
Wednesday, Sept. 8, 15, 22, and 29. Bring an 
item to share for potluck lunch and join us to 

put quilts together, tie and sew. Newcomers are 
invited to join. 

We will be taking donations of school supplies for 
Lutheran World Relief. Lists of supplies needed to 
fill school bags are available in the church entry.  

The goal is to fill 40 or more school bags. You may 
take a list and return the items in a bag to the basket 
in the church entry. Martin’s Quilters will pack the 

school supplies in school bags for                         
Lutheran World Relief.  

School supplies are reasonably priced this time of 
the year, so consider buying a few extra for the less 
fortunate. Supplies and new/gently used backpacks 

are welcome to be given to Central Cass, also. 

Thanks for your generosity! 

 

4 - 70 sheet notebooks - wide or college 
ruled. 8' x 10 1/2 

1 - 30 centimeter ruler or a ruler with centi-
meters on one side and inches on the other 

1 pencil sharpener 

1 pair of blunt scissors 

5- unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 

5 - black or blue ballpoint pens 

1 box of 16 or 24 crayons 

1 - 2 1/2 inch eraser 

F.Y.I. 

Rachel Circle Bible Study 
using Gather Magazine 

will meet September 2nd 
at 2:00pm. 

If you or someone you know would like a visit from a pastor, please call or text their cell 

phones- Pastor Mike (701-789-1857), Pastor Keith (701-335-6213) or  

call the church office (347-4289) or email them:  

srpastor@martinslutheran.com 

associatepastor@martinslutheran.com 



 5 

 Blessings… 

Iris Irene Amberson 

daughter of                                                                        

Patrick & Amber Amberson was baptized 

on Saturday, August 14, 2021.                                             

Welcome to our church family! 

Blessings… 

Jesse Renee Jacobson                                                                      
was baptized  

on Saturday, August 14th, 2021.                                             

Welcome to our church family! 

Blessings… 

James Wren Jacobson 

son of                                                                        

Alexander & Jesse Jacobson was baptized 

on Saturday, August 14, 2021.                                              

Welcome to our church family! 

Thanks to the generosity of those who came to 
enjoy lunch at Governor's Park, during 

Summerfest, we were able to raise $1,000.00. 
The council unanimously voted to designate 

these funds to the Central Cass Treehouse. This 
group of adult and student volunteers provides 

clothing, school supplies, hygiene supplies, 
haircuts, and food to students in need of 

assistance; while providing confidentiality and 
dignity. 

Commitment: A Solitary Ember 

A church member who had been devoutly active for 
many years suddenly was absent. One cold winter 
evening the pastor knocked at his door. Actually, the 
pastor and the church member had been long-time 
good friends. 

As they watched the wood burn in the fireplace, the 
minister mentioned the parishioner's absence from 
church. The man candidly confessed that he had decid-
ed he was just as well off without the church as with it. 
The minister didn't say a word. He took the tongs from 
the rack, reached into the fire, pulled out a flaming em-
ber, and laid it down by itself on the hearth. He still 
said nothing. 

Both men sat in silence and watched the glowing em-
ber lose its glow and turn slowly into a crusty, black 
lump. After some moments of thoughtful silence, the 
man turned to his pastor and said, "I get the message, 
my friend, I see what you mean; I'll be back next Sun-
day." And he was. 

Commitment begins with decision, but commitment is 
never a once-in-a-lifetime decision. 

Charles R. Leary, Mission Ready! CSS Publishing 
Company 
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SERVICE GROUP # 7 

Service Group #7 will have 
service duties for the month of 

October. John & Sylvia Siverson 
will be Coordinators and will 

contact you. 
 

Charolette Anderson 

Marilyn Barnby 

Loren & Kim Bender 

Jeff & Barb Cote 

John & Ashlee Duff 

Mitch & Cindi Godbout 

Loren & Amy Hanson 

Tammy Hursman 

Doris Idso 

Luke & Tanya Kahl 

Brian & Lyndsy Lynch 

Merle & Ardene Myers 

Mike & Emily Neels 

Kristi Ness 

Lincoln & Heather Nybladh 

Pam Offerdahl 

Chad & Trish Priewe 

Roland & Karen Priewe 

Ryan & Kim Radermacher 

Nancy Schroeder 

John & Sylvia Siverson 

Becky Siverson 

Sheila Sprunk 

Casey & Stephanie Strand 

David & Ardell Strand 

John & Christy Strand 

Eric & Carrie Voightman 

Ryan & Melissa Wolf 

Your cooperation is much 
appreciated! 

Our volunteers are important to us! Will you volunteer this month? 
There are a variety of opportunities to help. We need people to help 

set up, serve and clean up communion. Another spot to fill is 
Ushers. They help with guiding people for communion, counting 

attendants, handing out bulletins and passing the offering plate. The 
sound board may be new but it is pre-programmed and not as scary 
as you may think. Training is available if you decide to help with 

any of these areas. The names listed below are the contact people if 
you have questions about:  

 ALTAR GUILD & WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Kristen Hackmann at kris@parall18.com or catch up with her after 
worship. 

SOUND BOARD 

Please call Evan Anderson at 701-320-5139 or email at 
evanjon@hotmail.com  

USHERS 

 Derek Flanagan. dflanagan@eidebailly.com  Please check the 
Volunteer Needs listed at 

https://www.martinslutheran.org/volunteer-needs to see how you 
can help.   

Thank you, our reader schedule has been filled 
for September. Starting September 5th we 

will be back to 9:30am services. Please watch 
for an email if you are already on the Reader 
list to work on October & November. If you 

are interested in reading please contact Joan at 
the office. office@martinslutheran.com 

READERS 

When Coffee hour resumes September 5th 
the Service groups ask that you take your 
cups to the east window of the dish room. 
This will help with clean-up. Thank you. 

mailto:kris@parall18.com
mailto:evanjon@hotmail.com
mailto:dflanagan@eidebailly.com
mailto:office@martinslutheran.com
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The Service Groups are kicking into full gear. Every member family of Martin’s Lutheran Church is in a 
Service Group. 

With the start of Sunday School and regular Coffee Fellowship, we are scheduling Service Groups to serve 
for a month. They provide the cookies and the servers. Each Service Group needs a coordinator to schedule 
the servers and to be a contact for the Funeral Group. When it is your Service Groups month, please consider 
being the coordinator and/or servers. We have tried to make it easy for you to be the coordinator and/or serve. 
The only thing outside of Coffee Fellowship is that you might be asked to provide bars for a funeral. 

If you are generously bringing cookies, please note the Church is open Monday-Thursday from 9-4 and 
Friday from 9-12 to drop off your cookies. 

To help everyone to get acquainted with the kitchen, we have scheduled two nights for you to come and learn 
about the coffee maker, dishwasher, open cabinets and get familiar with the kitchen. They are Tuesday, 
August 31 and Wednesday, September 29 at 7 pm. If your Service Group is serving soon, you may want to 
attend. If there is interest, we will keep offering the time to get familiar with the kitchen. 

We are also looking to fill an open spot in our Service Group Committee. If you are interested, please call 
Bonnie at 701-866-7440. 

Thank you. 

Service Group Committee: 
Faye Kingsley 
Tami Gehrke 
Bonnie Oberlander 

Service Group News 

Martin’s Lutheran Church Funeral Group reorganized after Covid. We can always use extra people. We have 
a large group who work when it works for them. We also schedule shifts so you usually would not work more 
than 2-3 hours. If you are interested in volunteering for the Funeral Group, please contact Bonnie Oberlander 
at 701-866-7440. 

Thank you. 
Bonnie Oberlander 

Church Funeral Group  

Rally Sunday will be September 12th. 
Worship is at 9:30am and lunch will be served to welcome everyone back to church as 
our program year begins. There is a Sign-up Genius link to fill some needs for the 
Rally. Please take a look and see where you can help. You can use your phone to scan 
the QR code to find the Sign-up Genius page. 

 

Recycling Bins 

As we get together for more events this Fall it is a good reminder that we now 

have recycling bins located at various places in the church.  You can place all 

recyclables in these like you would at home in the single sort collection 

system in town like your paper bulletins, empty plastic drink bottle, and empty 

aluminum drink cans.  Please place trash in the lined cans.  Thanks. 
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COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

June 9, 2021 

Jerome called the meeting to order. 

Present: Jerome Crandall, Broc Lietz, Todd Erickson, Derek Flanagan, Pastor Keith, Stacy Link, Melissa 
Grommesh Pastor Jacobson, Joan Carvell 

Opening devotions were led by Pastor Mike. 

Secretary Report-Minutes from May 12 were reviewed. Broc made a motion to accept the minutes of May 

12th, Todd seconded. Motion passed. 

Financial Report-May’s financial statements were reviewed. Broc went through the statements pointing out 

that even though revenue is down, so are the expenses. Derek made a motion to accept the financial reports, 

Stacy seconded. Motion passed. June’s bills were presented and amended by Pastor Mike. Todd made a 

motion to approve the bills, as amended, Melissa seconded. Motion passed. 

Committee Reports 

Worship/Media-Derek said we still need volunteers and not just ushers, but soundboard and altar guild as 

well. He says people that are at church are happy to volunteer it seems, but it is difficult to get people to 

commit by Wednesdays.  

Education-Stacy reported that VBS has been very good, hectic and awesome. The 22 youth helpers and the 

11 adult helpers are amazing assistants. 101 kids are attending. There will be a program on Thursday. Broc 

asked if there was a way we could thank the volunteers, Pastor Mike and Stacy will work on a thank you. 

Property-Todd said they have been at a standstill for the last 3 weeks, because some of the contractors aren’t 

calling back, for some of the landscaping work. The grass is struggling in the heat, even the barley is getting 

cooked. The riding mower has been purchased and in Todd’s garage along with a push mower. 

Social Outreach and Ministry-Monica emailed that the PTA Fair was great, prizes ran out early and she has 

ideas for next year. 

Fellowship and Support Committee-Melissa had bought prizes for the PTA Fair. Ice cream sundaes will be 

served this next Sunday. 

Old Business 

Eagle Scout Project: Prayer Garden Funding-Josiah has proposed a prayer garden for his Eagle Scout project 

with an estimate of $2,100.00. Josiah was unable to attend so, Jerome presented options to pay for the project: 

the Landscape fund may have enough money, the Memorial fund or Josiah would do fundraising. The group 

felt that there was adequate funding in the Landscape Fund or that funds could be obtained for the project. 

New Business 

Insurance Renewal-There was discussion on the coverages that the council felt were important, such as 

terrorism coverage, raising the deductible, counseling coverage, and embezzlement coverage. Broc made a 

motion to go from $1,000 to $2,500 deductible, to include the $14.00 Embezzlement coverage, and remove 

the terrorism coverage. Todd seconded the motion. Motion passed. 

Pastor’s Report and Remarks: Pastor Keith-There was a piano recital, Baptism, New Members Sunday, 

fundraiser for Mike Krabbenhoft, and a funeral Barry Reitan. There were 2 helper orientations for the VBS 

helpers. He has been visiting with members in their homes and hospitals, led Rachel Circle, and presided a 
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graveside service for Larry Sell. This past weekend there was a wedding for Schwehr & Larson and Amy & 

Grace Warrey sang. Offering is being collected during VBS. He has vacation time coming up with 

Continuing Education time in July and will be a Red Willow pastor for a week. 

Pastor Mike-Warranty work is getting done: the dishwasher won’t get to 130 degrees, and we may need a 

water softener. Culinex is going to be working with Cote Mechanical on this, with the technician from the 

Yes Group. The stain glass is fixed, and the bathroom light is fixed. Book/bible study is done. The by-laws 

meeting has been postponed due to scheduling difficulties. He is resigning from the Synod Endowment 

Committee. He presided a graveside service for Kathleen Bartholomay, and Men of Martin’s cooked on 

Sunday. He went to the city sidewalk meeting. Martin’s would be special assessed based on the 400’ frontage 

feet if the project moves forward. He presided for a funeral for Phyllis Sullivan, family friend of Craig Olson. 

Met with 2 cleaning companies and posted an ad in the Cass County Reporter for the custodian position. 

There has been planning for Baptisms in July, August, and September. Community of Care would like to use 

the parking lot for the Summerfest Cruise on Sunday July 25th. DRN would save roughly $25.00/month and 

we would go from 200 megabyte to 250, asked the council to think about this option for action at the next 

meeting. He will be off Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. In July he will be in Texas for vacation. 

Next meeting-August 11th 

Broc Made a motion to adjourn. 

Respectfully submitted by, 
Joan Carvell 

Monthly Contributions       $  21,514.50 

Estimated Budget to Date       $241,543.85 

Contributions Year to Date       $192,101.53 

Difference        $-49,442.32 

Budget Expenses        $204,295.67 

    All figures are as of 8/26/21 

August 2021 

MONEY TALK 

RightNow Media 

There is an online resource free to members of Martin’s that offers connection to all sorts of media from 

kids series like Veggie Tales and the songs used during Sunday 

School to adult book and Bible studies.  If you have not 

connected let us know and we can send you a link to create a 

login to have access to these resources anywhere you have 

connection to the Internet.  Blessings on your faith journey. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

 

2 

2:00pm Rachel 
Circle 

 

 

 

Pastor Mike  

out 2-8 

3 

Pastor Keith off 

4 

5 

9:30am Worship 
w/Communion 

6 Labor Day 

Office closed 

7 8 

9:30am Quilters 

7:00pm Council 

9 

12:00 Ministerial 
Mtg 

 

 

 

 

10 

Pastor Keith off 

11 

12 Rally Sunday 

9:30am Worship 
w/Communion/ 
Educator Install 

 

 

Pastor Keith 
@Fairhills      
Retreat 12-15 

13 14 15 

9:30am Quilters 

16 17 

Pastor Keith off 

18 

19 

9:30am Worship 
w/Communion 

10:30am God’s 
Work, Our Hands 

Lunch 

20 

10:00am Widows 
Grp 

7:30pm Men of 
Martin’s 

21 22 

9:30am Quilters 

7:00pm 
Parent/Student 
Confirmation 
Kick-off 

23 24 

Pastor Keith off 

25 

26 

9:30am Worship/ 
3rd grade Bibles/ 
Baptism 

1:00pm ELCA 
Gathering Mtg 

3:30pm Soul Sister 
Soup Luncheon 
@Lone Oak  Event 
Center 

27 28 

2:00pm Fold 
Newsletter 

29 

9:30am Quilters 

4:00pm 8th Gr. 
Confirmation 

6:30pm 11th Gr 
Confirmation 

7:00pm Kitchen 
Orientation 

30 Pastor Mike 
out 10/2-10/5 
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THINGS TO BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR: 

September 12th, Rally Sunday/Installation of Sunday School Leaders   

September 19th, God’s Work Our Hands will be coming up. 

September 22nd, Parent/Student Confirmation Kick-off 

September 26th, Third Grade Bibles will handed out. 

1:00pm first meeting for ELCA Youth Gathering preparation. 

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — one church, freed in Christ to serve and 
love our neighbor.  

This year we will be participating in “God’s work. Our Hands” on Sunday, 
September 19th following worship at 10:30am. Please join us! Bring your work 
gloves and dress comfortably as we will be dispersing groups throughout Casselton to 
pick up garbage in our community. Garbage bags will be provided by the church. 
There will be a pizza party in the church fellowship area upon your return as a “thank 
you!” to those who will be using their hands to do God’s work! 

Please come and join another small group reading of a book, which uses 
scripture, to point out different ways we can look at life’s journey; to make us 
better and stronger people within the church as the body of Christ. As we are 
healing and moving out of COVID struggles, I believe this to be a good book to 
point us towards a “Happier, Healthier You.” The book is written by Dr. Henry 
Cloud and titled “Changes that Heal.” Please contact the church office if you 
would like to be part of this study, as I would like to place the book order by October 1st and then 
work out a 4-session schedule to come together for discussion and questions. 

Peace, 
Pastor Mike 

3
rd

 Grade Bibles 

We are looking forward to Sunday, September 26th when we as Martin’s get to share the 

Word of God with a special Bible for 3rd graders!  Please register you child for Sunday 

School so we know you will be part of this year’s class and we can prepare a personal-

ized Bible with each child’s name in it.  Then mark your calendars and make it a special 

event as we present the parents with the Bible to give their child during the 9:30am wor-

ship with a prayer and blessing. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

Named, claimed, and sustained by God, 

Martin's Lutheran is a worshipping 

community which gathers together to 

hear the Word, learn about God's love, 

and to provide support for one another. 

Together we respond to Christ's 

command to share the Good News and to 

serve our neighbors -- across the street 

and across the world.  

                                                                                                                 l________l 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sept. 5 

9:30am-Worship (ELW) 
w/Comm. 

Sept. 12 Rally Sunday 

9:30am-Worship (PW) 
w/Comm. 

Sept. 19  

9:30am-Worship (ELW) 
w/Comm. 

Sept. 26 3rd Grade Bibles 

9:30am-Worship (SOW) 


