
MARTIN’S  LUTHERAN  CHURCH NEWSLETTER 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Dec. 1 

8:00am –Worship (ELW) 
with Communion 

10:30am-Worship (ELW) 
with Communion 

Dec. 8 

8:00am –Worship (P&W) 
with Communion 

10:30am-Worship (P&W) 
with Communion 

Dec. 15 

9:15am-Worship (PreK-1st 
Children’s Program) 

10:30am-Worship  (2nd-5th 
Children’s Program) 

Dec. 22 

9:30am –Worship (CBW) 
with Communion 

Dec. 24 

4:00pm-Worship (ELW) 
with Communion 

8:00pm-Worship (ELW) 
with Communion 

Dec. 29 

9:30am-Lessons & Carols 

December/January 2019 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 Advent the time of preparation and anticipation is always an exciting yet 

chaotic time. Each of us face and look at this season very differently, because of 

how we have changed. When we were little, we looked with anxiousness about 

what we were going to open under the tree on Christmas morning. The next 

phase was probably the more cynical or demanding stage telling people what 

they should give us for Christmas or complaining about not getting what we 

wanted. We then move to the stage of trying to provide and worrying if we will 

be able to buy or give gifts to those we love; then comes the stage for some, that 

there is no one to buy gifts for or to celebrate Christmas with. Of course, there 

are a million different scenarios I could have listed; however, you get the pic-

ture. All these expressions and times center and focus around us and self-

centeredness. We forget in the hustle and bustle of the season, that what we 

come around to celebrate is God’s gift to the world of His Son, Jesus.  

 My hope and prayer are that somewhere in this Advent/Christmas sea-

son, you make room in your heart and activities for Him, as He is indeed the 

reason for the season. He is the light of the world to usher in Hope, Peace, Joy, 

and Love in a world that sometimes is surrounded by darkness. Please take a 

moment to give thanks for the gift that none of us asked for but have been given 

in Jesus Christ. He is the gift that provides the light of life that lasts for eternity. 

As you go about your days of parties and sharing presents with each other, share 

your stories about how you have experienced the Love that came down to us, in 

the form of an infant babe that was born in a manger so many years ago to 

change the world with the light of hope for all to see and feel in their lives. 

 We have signs up around the church, on the back of the newsletter, post-
ed on Facebook and on our website. The upcoming changes to the worship 
schedules in the month of December: December 15th Christmas programs at 

9:15am and 10:30am; December 22nd 9:30am worship; December 24th 4pm 

and 8pm; December 29th 9:30am. December 22nd starts the move back to hav-

ing one worship service on Sunday, as the council voted to make the move back 
to one service at their November meeting. Thanks to our volunteers that allowed 
us to have two worship services during the fall months, it was greatly appreciat-

ed to share your time and talents with us. 

 At our congregational meeting on the 17th of November the congregation 
voted to accept and move forward with the Purchase Agreement from Phillip 
and Maari Loy, to purchase our current building for $219,000. They will be 
leasing the building to Harvest Plains Church once the closing takes place, cur-
rently agreed to be on or before the 15th of May 2020. Thanks to the council and 
Steve Link for all the hard work and conversations to get this purchase agree-
ment done. I ask that you not only keep our committees and staff in your pray-
ers for the coordinating the move, but also Phillip, Maari, Pastor Cody and the 
congregation of Harvest Plains in your prayers during this transition phase of 
both our worshiping communities.  



 A reminder that we will be seeing changes in the building as the contractors will be coming at some time to 

start taking out the 10 Connick windows, we will be taking with us to the new facility. Further down the road we 

will also be removing the Pulpit, Lectern, Baptismal Font, and Altar Table, to be refinished before they are placed 

into the new facility. We have many moving parts taking place at Martin’s right now.  I want to say thank you for 

your prayers, support in volunteering and finances, as we move forward as a congregation. Please do not hesitate to 

ask your council members or the church staff if you have any questions about all that is happening. 

 Please mark your calendar for the last Sunday in January as we will come together for our annual meeting on 

the 26th. Please keep Pastor Keith and the council in your prayers as we will be working together on the call process 

to remove his interim status, as our associate pastor. The bishop gave us this permission, but we also want to do the 

formal process, so we will be doing an official interview, before a recommendation will come from the council for 

an official congregational vote.   

 These next two months will once again bring some last actions in our current building; as we come together 

in these moments please take a second to give thanks for all of the 79 years of ministry that has taken place in the 

fabulous building we have been provided. Things that come to mind, our last Sunday School Christmas Program, 

Christmas Eve Services, and Annual Meeting. All these events have shaped who we are as a congregation called to 

serve those who enter our doors to hear the Gospel Message and feel the love of Christ. 

 Please don’t forget the Community event sponsored by The Casselton Ministerial Association and 5th Quar-

ter with a Peder Eide Christmas Concert, at BankNorth Theater on December 8th at 7:00pm, this is a free event to 

all. Free-will offering for the Food Pantry will be accepted at the door. This is a wonderful opportunity for all Chris-

tians to come together as the body of Christ to celebrate his birth. 

 Thank you for all of the birthday wishes, cards and gifts. It was a great surprise to celebrate the 50 years I 

have been blessed with from God with all of my family and friends. 

 It is my prayer that you all have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!!! 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Mike 

 

Please Note Time Changes: 

December 15th-9:15am Service with PreK-1st Grade Children’s Christmas Program 

December 15th-10:30am Service with 2nd-5th Grade Children’s Christmas Program 

December 22nd-9:30am Contemporary Service with Communion 

December 24th-4:00 & 8:00pm Christmas Eve Services 

December 29th-9:30am Lessons & Carols 

We are returning to one service at 9:30am starting December 22nd. 

ANNUAL MEETING  

January 25th at 10:30am 



Our experience of time changes over the years.  Excitement about Christmas as a young child may fade but be redis-

covered years later.  I love the candlelit evening worship celebration on Christmas Eve.  We celebrate after sunset on 

Dec. 24th because by the ancient tradition of counting days referenced in Genesis with the refrain, “there was evening 

and there was morning, the first day” the day ends with the sun set.  So, the new day of Christmas is celebrated with 

evening worship as we hear the story of Jesus being born. 

Counting down the days to Christmas is a time honored tradition during this season with Advent calendars.  I re-

member ones where I would open a door and see a message, a picture, or get a small gift inside.  Some years our 

family had paper chains, building them link by link as the days added up throughout December.  It was something to 

look forward to each day.  These calendars usually start with December 1st and count the days until December 25th 

being Christmas Day.  Each day the excitement was building up to receiving the gift of God to us in Jesus.   

This year, with our theme of “Build Up” I have put together an Advent Calendar Tree made of paper block shapes 

that have a scripture story to read each day.  You can cut out the pieces and tape them on the wall (a 2 foot square 

section is needed) and then take them down each day or the other way around and put one up each day until Christ-

mas.  There are page numbers for the Spark Storybook Bible as well as references to be read from whatever Bible 

version you may have.  Use the bookmark to find the spot of the next day’s reading and follow the ideas to outline 

some time each day, maybe around breakfast or supper, for this Advent practice.  Stop to think about God’s love pre-

pared for you in the coming of Jesus.  Certainly there are busy times when we might get behind, but it is easy to 

catch back up.  Have some fun with it and take home a kit to make the Advent Calendar Tree for your family and 

another for a friend if interested.  Watch for the larger version we are putting up at Martin’s when you come to wor-

ship. 

Peace, 

Pastor Keith 

Advent is a time of waiting and preparing for Christmas! Over the years I have appre-

ciated more and more the church seasons of Advent and Lent which both set aside 

intentional time and space to prepare for something big and exciting that is coming.  

During Advent, we wait and watch expectantly as the signs of the promised one from 

God comes into our world.  

Advent Calendar Tree 

Waiting can be hard for many reasons.  There can be anxiety and excitement all 

wrapped in one.  This can be especially true as we think of Mary and Joseph and any 

family during the months of pregnancy.  All the changes, challenges, and prepara-

tions that occur during that time can serve as a metaphor for the season of Advent.  

How do we prepare for an event so momentous and life changing?  Can we ever real-

ly be truly prepared?  One of the best ways is to have good healthy practices that 

build trust and hold you through hard times.  It can be hard to wait as sometimes we 

want the days to hurry up and other times we wish we had more time. 

Order forms for the Christmas Poinsettias are going to be found in the bulletins 

on Sundays. Please have the forms into the office by December8th. You may 

stop in the office fill out a form also. The cost of the flowers is $15.00. Please let 

us know if you will be leaving the flowers at the church after the Christmas Eve 

services or if you are going to take the flowers home. 



COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Oct. 9, 2019 

 

Present: Broc Lietz, Stacy Link, Todd Erickson, Pastor Keith, Wendy Mensing, Jerome Crandall, Pastor Mike, Joan 
Carvell 

Meeting called to order by Broc Lietz. 

Opening devotions led by Pastor Mike. 

Secretary Report: Minutes were previously distributed.  Wendy made a motion to approve, Scott seconded, motion 
passed. 

Financial Report:  Scott presented the financials. Scott went over the account balances. He said that even though we 
are $11,000 negative with the budget we are still sitting well because our expenses are staying down. He doesn’t see 
us needing to use our reserve account. He does feel we budgeted a little heavy for this year, so we are doing well. Sta-
cy made a motion to approve, Todd seconded, motion carries. 

Scott asked if there were questions on the October bills. Todd made a motion to pay the October bills, Wendy second-
ed the motion, motion passed. 

Committee Reports 

Worship/Media-Jerome said Oct/Nov is planned for worships.   

Education-Stacy said BLAST and Acts 29 are going well. PreK-through 5th is going well. They have started Bible 
learning. A census is showing 129 PreK-5th grade students, 69 7th-11th. Shoeboxes will be getting filled, there will be a 
blessing on the 10th of Nov. of the boxes. 

Property-Todd said the gravel is still shifting by the dumpster. He hasn’t been able to get a lift to hang the heat tape.  

Social Outreach-Wendy nothing 

Fellowship and Support-Rod nothing 

Old Business 

Building and Project Update-The steel erection has begun. They are using telehandlers to help with the set-up. Jeff 
Hoye with Ottertail had requested a meeting to plan the location of the power box and the lines. Sewer and water lines 
will be getting worked on the next week or so. Broc and Pastor Mike had a conference call with Enterprise to address 
some issues they have been concerned about. We are 5 weeks behind, but Enterprise assures us that we are still on 
schedule to finish in April. We have received a construction schedule now. Broc discussed a bill that we received that 
shows an overage of $36,686.99 for sand. Pastor Mike discussed how he asked for an explanation of the bill and Greg, 
Enterprise, said he isn’t sure what the bill will be, he just estimated for $35,000. After a lengthy conversation with En-
terprise we will be getting copies of the actual bills. If the council approves the invoice for $114, 606, Pastor Mike 
will forward the bill to Bremer so that the title company can make the payment. Broc makes a suggestion of either not 
paying the bill, or not paying $1,586.00 of the bill that is for construction management portion. The only power we 
have with Enterprise is the checkbook. Broc is looking for suggestions. Todd said he feels regular construction meet-
ings are not unreasonable. Stacy is concerned about the state of relations we have at such an early stage of the project. 
Todd made the suggestion that we make this payment and demand the bi-weekly meetings. If we don’t get the meet-
ings than we won’t make any further payments. Scott pointed out that we have concerns about time management and 
financial management. He agrees about not paying the management portion of the bill but paying the rest. We still 
have not been given a date for when the parking lot has to be in. Todd made a motion to pay the invoice minus the 
$1586, but if we have a guarantee of bi-monthly meetings then we would pay the construction management portion of 
the bill after the first meeting., Scott seconded. Motion passed. The builder is not giving us an answer on when the 
concrete has to be poured or the actual dollar amount, gave deadline of Friday for an official quote. The council would 
like to wait on doing anything for the parking lot until spring, including putting down the crushed concrete, if funds 
can’t be raised to put concrete in. 

Approve September invoice-$114,606.00, approved with the contingency of withholding $1,586 for the construction 
management portion. Pastor Mike to deliver letter to Enterprise Sales. 

Update on School request for concert partnership-The other area churches and organizations agree to partner to sup-
port the concert, requests are out for what they are willing to contribute towards the concert.  



If all participate it would work out to be $420 each. The money could come from the Memorial fund, Youth Fund, or 
from Missions. A motion to commit up to $600 to participate in the Christian concert. 

Nominating committee-Pastor Mike will give Rod the list of names of the people that are on the nominating commit-
tee and council members have terms ending. Broc said Stacy’s spot could be filled as a 1 year term so that we don’t 
have 4-3 year terms to fill at once. Pastor Mike advised the nominating committee to fill the current 3-3year terms and 
add a 1-1year term Wendy made a motion for the nominating committee to find candidates for 3-3year terms and 1-1-
year term. Jerome seconded; motion passed.  

Feedback on 2 services model-Our lowest total since Rally Sunday is 278. We have averaged 54 people less in Sep-
tember this year in comparison to last year. Jerome was able to fill October for ushers. Altar Guild had a good attend-
ance at the meeting tonight. Sound board still has shortage of volunteers. Scott wonders if we keep the 2 services until 
January and then maybe go back to 1 service. Will continue to have discussion at regular council meetings. 

New Business 

Health Insurance-Portico Currently on the Gold plan that Pastor Keith and his wife are on. The Gold plan will have a 
7% increase next year, which is below the average for other businesses. Todd makes a motion to renew the offering of 
the Gold plan for health insurance, Jerome seconded, motion passed. 

Budget Preparations-A reminder to be thinking of budget requests for the planning of the 2020 budget. November 
will be the planning month, please have requests by the November meeting. 

Cass County Sheriff Office Request-A letter from CCSD to support the National Child Safety Council. $75, Todd 
made a motion to support the project, Jerome seconded, motion passed. Money from the Youth fund. 

Executive Committee Report-Associate Pastor Position-The Executive committee met. From a budget stand point-
Scott feels like we are in a really good position and could financially support the staffing model we have going right 
now. The committee discussed whether they like the current staffing situation and they do. Todd feels like the staff 
numbers are working for us and if Pastor Mike is happy with the situation why would we change. Pastor Mike said 
that the council can appoint themselves as the call committee and could interview Pastor Keith to determine if an of-
fer for call to serve is forwarded to the congregation for vote. Scott suggested that council members solicit more opin-
ions from congregation members and schedule an interview with Pastor Keith. The rest of the council agrees to gather 
information from members and then at the next council meeting there will be discussion on the feedback and then de-
termine if the call committee is going to be the council and schedule a date for an interview. 

Pastor’s Report and remarks-Pastor Keith has been talking with the Quilters and through the tracking tickets he put on 
the quilts he found out that the quilts went to Peru, Angola; the MS retreat had 7 kids and 2 HS kids went. He has 
done at home visits, Casselwood, and a couple of Baptisms. 8th grade students completed their confirmation projects 
and they are on display. The money project had a low parent turn out, but was appreciated. 25 bibles handed out to 
3rd graders. He will be starting a new Adult formation, “How God Built This”. The theme for the continuing educa-
tion he is going to is “Practice Not Perfect”. 

Pastor Mike shared that the building showed to a party that is looking for a possible event center. Gail Richter was 
moved to Palliative Care this week. Please keep the family in your prayers. Insurance for the building, Lutheran Trust 
has a quote for $1300 more than what we currently pay. Interest on the Dedicated Savings account was $497.11. 
Should we move the interest to the Bremer savings account. Home visits were completed with help from the Widows 
group within the last 3 weeks. Pastor Mike was interviewed by Icon because they want to share a Pastor’s perspective 
on Icon with other pastors. Men of Martin’s had 6 men attend and a few others texted interest. So, there will be anoth-
er meeting. The 23rd will be the couples group meeting. 

Wendy motioned to adjourn; Jerome seconded. 

Next meeting-November 13, 2019, 7:30pm 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joan Carvell 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Special Meeting 

October 16, 2019 

 

Present: Broc Lietz, Jerome Crandall, Rod Brekken, Todd Erickson, Pastor Mike, Wendy Mensing, Scott Kost, Stacy 
Link, Steve Link, Joan Carvell 

Discuss Purchase Agreement from Eric Johnson- Steve went through the purchase agreement. The interested buyer 
has agreed to put $15,000 of earnest money down, sale is contingent on financing going through, and he would like a 
draft of included/excluded items. We never implied that personal property was included in the sale so it will be easier 
to say “no” if he asks for too many items. Closing would be on or before May 15. 

Contingency questions-Financing? Steve Link said the buyer has already been pre-approved. Real estate taxes paid? 
The real estate taxes don’t apply to us because we are a church. Specials current? The specials are paid up. Proper 
zoning? Joan Carvell spoke as a City Council member that she spoke to the buyer asking him to talk to Del Losing, 
the City attorney about possible rezoning and/or a conditional use permit.  

Harvest Plains Church wrote a letter of interest to lease the building with an option to buy. There was no clear mone-
tary language or a timeline in the letter for the council to consider. 

Pastor Mike pointed out that we must do two weeks notice to the congregation before we have a congregation meet-
ing. A letter should go out to the congregation announcing the deal and a date of the meeting to hold a vote. After 
much discussion the council suggested to wave all contingencies by Dec. 6, 2019. This should give the City Council 
and Planning & Zoning time to give the buyer the answers he needs. Scott made a motion that subject to final approv-
al by the congregation the council will accept the purchase proposal by Eric Johnson with the condition of dropping 
contingency dates on Dec. 6, 2019. Rod seconded the motion, motion carries. 

November 10, 2019 at 9:15am was chosen for the congregation meeting. 

The council asked Pastor Mike to talk to Pastor Cody, the Harvest Plains pastor. 

Wendy made the motion to adjourn, Stacy seconded. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Joan Carvell 

             Special meeting 

October 28, 2019 

 

Present: Broc Lietz, Jerome Crandall, Todd Erickson, Stacy Link, Wendy Mensing, Steve Link, Pastor Jacobson, Rod 
Brekken (call in), Scott Kost (call in), Joan Carvell 

A second offer has been received, Phillip and Maari Loy from Harvest Plains have come forward with an offer to buy 
the church building. The offer is for $219,000, $10,000 deposit, with a May 15 closing. The offer is contingent on fi-
nancing approval and a favorable inspection. Steve Link was asked what the next steps are since the council accepted 
the first offer to present it to the congregation. Pastor Mike talked to a Synod recommended lawyer today to see what 
we should do to cover ourselves. Steve said there are three choices. There is a seller contingency: we could take no 
action, accept it as a back-up offer, or reject the offer. 

The first buyer has been to the church several times, he has met with the city attorney about the conditional use per-
mit, had a fire suppression quote done, scheduled a sewer inspection and is doing a building walk through with Pastor 
Mike this week. 

Steve checked with Moore Engineering to see if the second buyer would have to meet any new rules. The second buy-
er would not have to have fire suppression if they don’t do any major remodel or change the use of the building. 

The Synod recommended lawyer and the Associate to the Bishop had concerns about the wording of the congregation 
letter that mentioned a purchase agreement not agreements. Since the council signed the original offer, they need to 
move forward with presenting the offer to the congregation and take action. The options the lawyer suggested are re-
ject the second offer or ask the second buyer if they are ok with being the back-up offer. The council can’t talk about 
the second offer at the meeting on Nov. 10th, since the letter mentions one offer. If the council wants to discuss both 
offers the meeting will have to be rescheduled to allow for two notifications. 



Stacy has pointed out that the first offer has done so much already towards the purchase. Todd thinks the council 
should be transparent and give a recommendation on which offer to go with. Rod wonders if this is going to cause a 
bidding war. Broc brought up the thought that if we sell to the first buyer that we are helping the community by bring-
ing in a new business. If we sell to the second buyer, we are helping keep the church building a church building. 

Todd made a motion to accept the second offer with the request that Steve Link ask the Loy’s if they are willing to be 
the back-up offer, provided all contingencies aren’t met by the first offer. Wendy seconded it; motion carried. If the 
Loy’s are willing, then we will move the meeting to the 17th of November to present both offers to the congregation. 

Wendy made a motion to adjourn, Stacy seconded. 

Submitted by, 

Joan Carvell 

New Church Conversation 

UPDATE: 

The total amount pledged is $1,691,920.00; of that we have received $726,433.81. If you still have your pledge card 

please return the filled in card to the office, even if it is a $0.00 pledge. 

Thank you for your generosity. 

New Church Envelope Giving Guidelines:  

If a donation is made for the new church please use the New Church envelopes in the entryway. If you choose to use 

the envelopes that say “Building” from the envelope packet please write “New” on the envelope or on the check; oth-

erwise it will not be designated to the New Church fund it will go to the present Building account. Also when you re-

turn the pledge cards please be sure to print your name somewhere on the card so that we can designate the card cor-

rectly.  

Direct Deposit Online Giving Guidelines: 

If you choose to use direct deposit for giving, please use the church website and click on “Online Giving”; where you 

are able to designate your funds. If you are currently using online giving and wish to add “New Church” or any of the 

listed alternates to your withdrawal please give the office a call so that we can assist you. We are able to add it to your 

current giving account without having to set up a new account. You are always welcome to contact the office for any 

assistance.         Needed:   Received: 

Concrete Parking Lot: (Price valid until 12/31/19)  $   161,780.50    $113,237.50 
-Pledged           $     6,000.00 
Landscaping:       $           35,000   $          22.50 
 
The requirement has been met on: 
Roadside Marquee Digital Sign        $  25,015.00 
Interior Doors (7’ vs 6’-8”)          $    6,680.00 
Oak Window Wrap and Trim:        $    8,574.00   
Stained Glass window restoration                $  62,822.03 
In-Floor Heat                   $  54,000.00 
      Thank you for all that you have given! 
       As of 11-24-19 



CHEERFUL GIVING 
If you’ve driven by our future home, you know there has been a lot of progress made this fall! And if you’ve been 
around town, you know that our “Cheerful Giving” fundraisers have continued. Our total to date is $19,102.22. We 
have a few more events already scheduled for this winter, but would LOVE to add some more to our list. Please help us 
out by coming up with an idea for a fundraiser, gathering a group of friends/family, getting your event on the church 
calendar, and letting everyone know about your planned event. Save the date for these upcoming Cheerful Giving 
events:  
 

Dec. 8-Scalloped potatoes & ham hosted by Curt & Ardy Steele 

Jan. 12-Old Fashioned Church Dinner hosted by the Funeral Committee 

The builders are projecting an Easter 2020 date for completion: so if we can work hard to find ideas for January-March, 
we could host our final event, the Easter Breakfast from our brand new kitchen!! 
Thanks for your ongoing support! 
 
Your "Cheerful Giving" team, 
Wendy Mensing-799-0488  Nancy Bultema-nbultema@msn.com  Lisa Haines-361-5774         
Marty Kapaun-793-5304  Karen Kost-klkost@yahoo.com   

Laundry Baskets for Homeless Shelter 

Here is an idea for sharing with the less fortunate families. Purchase a laundry basket and place some of the follow-

ing items in it: laundry soap, dryer sheets, room deodorizer spray, towels (bath and hand towels), trash bags, a fami-

ly board game or card game, plug in alarm clocks (we can't supply batteries), paper towels, Kleenex, manicure set 

(clippers, file etc….)  Please have the baskets at Martin's by Sunday December 15th. These filled laundry baskets 

will be distributed to families at Churches United Homeless Shelter in Moorhead before Christmas. If you are will-

ing to deliver these items to the Homeless Shelter, please contact the church office.  

Thank you for your generosity during the busy Christmas season! 

The Giving Tree is at Martin’s  

FirstLink’s sponsored “Giving Tree” is at Martin’s!  Please take a tag and you may follow the gift suggestions list by 

the tree and directions below”:  

-$25.00 limit - Please keep all gifts to this as we want to keep the gifts as fair as possible. Please include gift re-

ceipts whenever possible. 

-No Gift cards or clothing 

-Pay attention to age guidelines.  Most toys have an age recommendation on the box or packaging.  Absolutely 

no toys that look like guns or weapons of any kind!!  Please use good judgment! 

-Please wrap gifts and be certain that each wrapped gift has the Giving Tree of Hope gift tag attached to the 

top.  

-Donations of more than one gift for a person should be secured together with a ribbon. 

Gifts should be brought to the church wrapped with the giving tree tag securely attached to it with packing tape by 

Sunday, December 15th for distribution by FirstLink.   

Helping Others in Need!!   



  Operation Shoebox Christmas  

During Advent, we will be preparing for the coming birth of Christ, but we also want to focus on giving rather than 

receiving. Operation Shoebox is a way of giving to adults. We would like to put together as many shoe boxes for men 

and women as we can filled with “gifts” for the Homeless Shelter in Moorhead. You can bring donated items to the 

church by Sunday December 15th and the Widow’s Group will fill boxes and wrap them or you can fill your own 

box. If you have empty shoeboxes please bring them to the church to the Mary Martha room.  

Now for ideas to put in them: 

toothbrushes & toothpaste  lotion  coffee, tea, creamer packets  bath soap washcloths 

cocoa mix    deodorant gallon zip lock bags   sugar/sweetener packets 

shampoo & conditioner  dental floss prepaid phone/gas cards  razors  

hat/gloves/scarf   game books   crosswords    playing cards note pads 

pens/pencils    socks  calendars    beef jerky bus tokens 

stamps           

 The ideas are endless - anything that will fit in a shoebox!  Enjoy filling a shoe box and sharing Christmas with 

the less fortunate! 

Education News 
December 8th @9:15am Program practice  

December 11th @3:45pm Cast practice 

December 14th @4:00pm PreK-1st grade rehearsal; a pizza supper will be served at 5:00pm then rehearsal will be at 
5:45 for 2nd-5th grade. 

December 15th @9:15am Service PreK-1st Grade Christmas Program 

December 15th @10:30am Service 2nd-5th Grade Christmas Program 

No Sunday School Dec. 22nd-Jan. 5th The first class back is Jan. 12th. 

F.Y.I. 

You can get the newsletter by email. If you would like to get the 

newsletter electronically, send an email to the church office and 

you will be added to the list. office@martinslutheran.com 

Confirmation 

Dates for Dec. and Jan. 

Dec. 4th & 11th 4pm-7th Grade, 6:30pm-10th Grade 

Jan. 8th 4pm-6th Grade team building activity 

Jan. 15th, 22nd, & 29th 4pm-6th Grade, 6:30pm-9th Grade 

Feed My Starving Children Mobile Pack is coming to Fargo Jan. 30th – Feb. 1st. 

Get community service hours by signing up for a shift to help pack thousands of 

meals with hundreds of people in the Scheels Arena. 



Sunday, Dec. 15th 8pm-9:30pm Young Adult Espresso Your Feelings at 

Atomic (222 N. Broadway, Fargo).  It’s OK to Espresso Your Feelings is a free 

grief support group for young people, ages 16-20 years old, who have experi-

enced a loss. This group is an opportunity for attendees to connect over coffee 

and conversation. Losses may include the death of someone (parent, grandparent, 

sibling, friend or pet) or a loss stemming from change, which may include par-

ents’ divorce, a move to a new community and/or school, parent’s loss of a job 

and more.  This group is an open forum where everyone is respected and heard, 

and where all emotions are accepted and supported. A facilitator will be present 

to help support the conversation. The group will meet in the back conference 

room at Atomic Coffee. Attendees are welcome to order from Atomic Coffee’s 

menu at their own cost. 

Sunday Dec. 15th 2pm-3:30pm DIY Ornaments for Youth (415 Main St., Lisbon).  Join us for a session of crea-

tivity and remembrance as we create do-it-yourself holiday tree ornaments. This class is designed for youth, ages 7-

18.  Youth will learn ways to cope with grief during the holiday season while participating in creative ornament 

making.  They will have a chance to connect with others who have experienced a similar loss through death. All 

youth registered for the class must be accompanied by an adult. This class is free and open to the public, but pre-

registration is required.  Hospice of the Red River Valley office, 415 Main St., Lisbon, ND 58054.  Pre-

registration required by Dec. 9.  Register for the class online or call (800) 237-4629 and ask for the grief support 

department. 



MISSION STATEMENT 

Named, claimed, and sustained by God, Martin's Lutheran 

is a worshipping community which gathers together to hear 

the Word, learn about God's love, and to provide support 

for one another. Together we respond to Christ's command 

to share the Good News and to serve our neighbors -- across 

the street and across the world.  

Wednesday Bible Study will 

begin at 9am. 

Dec. 4th, 11th, 18th, 

Jan. 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th 

Rachel Circle will meet  
Thursday, Dec. 5th at 2pm and 

Jan. 2nd 

STAFF OFFICE HOURS 
 
 Pastor Mike Jacobson 

Mon – Thurs, 9:00am-4:00pm 

Pastor Keith Walka 

Mon – Thurs, 9:00am-4:00pm 

Office Manager -Joan Carvell 
Mon – Thurs, 9:00am-4:00pm 
Friday – 9:00 am-12:00pm 

Women of Faith will meet  

Dec. 11th at 2:00pm and     

Jan. 8th. 

NOISY OFFERING 

A “noisy offering” will be 

collected on the fourth Sunday of 

the month, so bring your loose 

change! Proceeds destination to 

be determined. 

  

Dec. 15, 5-8pm; the movie “Overcomer” @ BankNorth Theater 

Would you like to volunteer to be your Service Group Coordinator for 2020?  The Coordinator is responsi-
ble for having servers and cookies each Sunday for one month. (If there is a funeral in your month, you may be 
asked to contact your group to bring bars for the funeral.)  The use of online signups has been very successful.  If 
you would like to volunteer to be your Service Group Coordinator for 2020 please call either Marty Kapaun (701-
793-5304) or Bonnie Oberlander (701-866-7440) as soon as possible.  We are working on the 2020 schedule 
now.  Thank you to all the past Coordinators. 

Thank you. 
Bonnie  

2020 Service Groups 

There is a toy drive for Hagen Dental /Cass County Food pantry. They are asking for community involvement 
for wrapping the gifts they receive. The dates below are when they are asking for helpers. Gift wrapping will 
be at Agveris.  

Thursday, December 12th, 3-5 
Sunday, December 15th, 1-5 
Monday, December 16th, 3-5 



WOMEN’S NEWS 

The quilters will meet at 9:30am on Wednesday, Dec. 4th, 
11th, & 18th; Jan. 8th, 15th, 22nd, & 28th. Bring a dish to 
pass and join us to put quilts together, tie and sew.   

All are welcome. Newcomers are invited to join. 

HOLY YOGA CLASSES 
will be 

Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday at 5:30pm 
We will not meet 12/22-1/4. 

We meet in the Mary Martha Room. There 
will be no Sunday classes.  

Fee for the classes is a donation to the Food 
Pantry, as we love our neighbors as our-
selves! Karen will contact if there are any 
other changes. 

WIDOW’S GROUP 

Widow’s Group will meet on 
Monday, Dec. 2nd & 16th and 
Jan. 6th & 20th at 10:00 am.  

Newcomers are welcome!  For  
information, contact  

Judy Orvik.  
347-5589 

 
Soul Sisters will be held on Friday, December 6th. We will meet at Lori Strand’s 
for Cookie Trays & Caroling. Please bring 1-2 dozen prepared goodies for the 
trays and some appetizers for Fellowship time. We will make up trays for hand-
ing out while we are caroling. After caroling we will go back to Lori’s for Fel-
lowship and appetizers. 

Director-Lori Strand 701-799-2304  Wendy Mensing 701-799-0488  
Samantha Overland 701-346-0168   Kelly Everson 701-347-5054  
Kayla Anderson 701-541-0098  Karen Kost 701-371-5662 

Weekly Contributions       $  24,934.76 

Monthly Total        $  24,944.76 

 

Estimated Budget to Date       $ 273,660.32 

Contributions Year to Date       $ 264,833.05 

Balance         $  - 8,777.27 

Budget Expenses        $  22,512.48 

 

Building Fund Balance       $     8,053.96 

New Church Fund Balance                         $ 481,645.00 

    

   All figures are as of 11/25/2019 

November 2019 Figures 

 TECHNOLOGY FILE 

Church phone:  
701.347.4289 

Church email:   
office@martinslutheran.com 

Church website:  
www.martinslutheran.org 

Pastor Mike’s phone:   
701.789.1857 

Pastor Mike’s email:   
srpastor@martinslutheran.com 

Pastor Keith’s email: 
associatepastor@martinslutheran.com 

Pastor Keith’s Phone:    

701.335.6213 

Joan Carvell’s email: 
office@martinslutheran.com 

Broc Lietz, President:   
broclietz@yahoo.com 

Rod Brekken, Vice President: 
rodbrekken@gmail.com 

Scott Kost, Treasurer:  
skost@eidebailly.com  

Wendy Mensing, Secretary:  
sun_starshine@live.com 

Todd Erickson: 
terickson@finleyelevator.com 

Jerome Crandall: 
jerome_crandall@yahoo.com 

Stacy Link:  
stacyholzheimer@hotmail.com 

Please contact Pastor 
Mike, Pastor Keith or 

the church office if you 
or a family member is   

hospitalized. 

Please let the office 

know of any address, 

phone number or 

email address changes. 



2019 Budget Approved Budget Previous 11/25/2019 TOTAL %spent 

INSURANCE: Building                6,500.00  4,356.98 0.00 4,356.98 67% 

Workers Compensation                   550.00  250.00 0.00 250.00 45% 

CONVENTIONS                1,200.00  1,113.72 0.00 1,113.72 93% 

OFFICE/WORSHIP SUPPLIES:           

Office Supplies                6,500.00  4,623.27 374.09 4,997.36 77% 

Office Equipment                3,200.00  2,586.23 295.04 2,881.27 90% 

Worship Supplies                3,200.00  2,611.03 66.78 2,677.81 84% 

Miscellaneous                1,000.00  1,191.81 0.00 1,191.81 119% 

YOUTH EDUCATION:            

Christian Ed Materials                6,000.00  4,823.93 498.98 5,322.91 89% 

FELLOWSHIP:           

Stewardship & Evangelism                1,000.00  646.58 0.00 646.58 65% 

PROPERTY: Utilities              10,500.00  7,177.61 713.89 7,891.50 75% 

Natural Gas                3,300.00  2,529.47 0.00 2,529.47 77% 

Repairs  Maintenance Supplies                3,800.00  4,149.62 0.00 4,149.62 109% 

Taxes on Martin's Lot                   700.00  653.22 0.00 653.22 93% 

Snow Removal                1,250.00  720.00 0.00 720.00 58% 

SENIOR PASTOR: Salary              57,399.00  47,832.60 4,783.26 52,615.86 92% 

Pastor's Housing Allowance              24,000.00  20,000.00 2,000.00 22,000.00 92% 

Pastor Professional Expenses                1,000.00  852.39 0.00 852.39 85% 

Pastor Continuing Education                1,300.00  1,260.30 0.00 1,260.30 97% 

Pensions, Medical, Disability              13,459.44  11,216.20 1,121.62 12,337.82 92% 

Social Security Added                6,000.00  5,000.00 500.00 5,500.00 92% 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR: Salary              41,107.00  34,255.80 3,425.58 37,681.38 92% 

Pastor Housing Allowance              12,332.00  10,276.80 1,027.68 11,304.48 92% 

Pastor Professional Expenses                   500.00  48.64 0.00 48.64 10% 

Pastor Continuing Education                1,000.00  998.73 0.00 998.73 100% 

Pensions, Medical, Disability              22,608.50  19,319.50 1,931.95 21,251.45 94% 

Social Security Added                4,088.00  3,406.80 340.68 3,747.48 92% 

OFFICE: Office Manager              23,140.00  17,817.50 1,770.00 19,587.50 85% 

Office Manager Benefits                1,666.08  1,388.40 138.84 1,527.24 92% 

Financial Director                3,667.95  2,257.21 0.00 2,257.21 62% 

Social Security                2,180.00  1,213.16 109.74 1,322.90 61% 

MUSIC:Accompanist/Music Leader                6,000.00  3,200.00 0.00 3,200.00 53% 

Social Security                   470.00  226.24 0.00 226.24 48% 

CUSTODIAN: Salary                8,500.00  5,347.50 1,054.00 6,401.50 75% 

Social Security                   655.00  372.94 65.35 438.29 67% 

OUTREACH MISSION:END Synod              16,500.00  13,750.00 1,375.00 15,125.00 92% 

Lutheran Social Services                2,000.00  1,600.00 160.00 1,760.00 88% 

Red Willow Bible Camp                2,000.00  1,600.00 160.00 1,760.00 88% 

Churches United for Homeless                1,000.00  800.00 100.00 900.00 90% 

Missions - Local                1,000.00  0.00 500.00 500.00 50% 

Spec. Missions/Sem Scholarship                   500.00  0.00 0.00 0.00 0% 

TOTAL:            302,772.97  241,474.18 22,512.48 263,986.66 87% 

DESIGNATED MISSIONS:           

Missionary Kris & Vanessa Vanderbusch     0.00     

Crossroads Ministry     0.00     

World Hunger   453.00 0.00              453.00    



DECEMBER ALTAR GUILD 

 

Dec. 1-8:00am (Kneeling) 
Set up:  June Reitan 

Tray Assist:  Marc Hackmann 
 
Clean/Set up: Lisa Haines 
 
10:30am 
Tray Assist: Jennifer Jacobson 

Clean up: Carissa Voightman 
  Need Volunteer 
 
Dec. 8-8:00am(Continuous) 
Set up:        Lois Badger 
  Marty Kapaun 

Tray Assist: Andrea Haugen 

Clean/Set up: Andrea Haugen 

10:30am 
Tray Assist: Bonnie Oberlander 

Clean up: Marge Volk 
  Regina Timmerman 
   
Dec. 22-9:30am(Continuous) 
Set up:        Need Volunteers 

Tray Assist: Andrea Haugen 

Clean up:  Bonnie Oberlander 
Change Paraments to White 

Dec. 24-4:00pm 

Set up:        Marc Hackmann 
  Kristen Hackmann 

Tray Assist: Kristen Hackmann 

Clean/Set up: Need Volunteer 

8:00pm 
Tray Assist: Jennifer Jacobson 

Clean up: Need Volunteer 
  Need Volunteer 
Dec. 29 
Clean up: Tami Gehrke 
There are still opportunities available: The 
signup sheet can also be found here:  

volunteersignup.org/EC9QQ  

           DECEMBER   
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 

COMMUNION SERVERS 

Dec.1-8:00am(Kneeling) 

 Melissa Wolf 
 Mary Christianson  
 Barb Cote 
 Marty Kapaun 

10:30am(Kneeling) 

 Amy Warrey 
 Mike Rieniets 
 Lisa Haines 
 Staci Holzheimer 

Dec.8-8:00am(Continous)  

 Scott Kost 
 Mert Palmer 

10:30am(Continous) 

 Erin Baumgarten 
 Gracie Baumgarten 

 
Dec.22-9:30am(Continuous) 

 Mary Christianson 
 Judy Orvik 

Dec.24-4:00pm(Continuous) 

 Bonnie Oberlander 
 Ardy Steele 

8:00pm(Continous) 

 Judy Orvik 
 Mike Rieniets 

 

SERVICE GROUP #7 
 

Service Group #7 will have service 
duties for the month of January. The 
Coordinator, Melissa Wolf will con-
tact you. 
 

Charolette Anderson 

Marilyn Barnby 

Loren & Kim Bender 

Jeff & Barb Cote 

 John & Ashlee Duff 

Mitch & Cindi Godbout 

Loren & Amy Hanson 

Fred & Orel Hursman 

Tammy Hursman 

Doris Idso 

Luke & Tanya Kahl 

Brian & Lyndsy Lynch 

Merle & Ardene Myers 

Mike & Emily Neels 

Lincoln &Heather Nybladh 

Pam Offerdahl 

Chad & Trish Priewe 

Ryan & Kim Radermacher 

Nancy Schroeder 

John & Sylvia Siverson 

Becky Siverson 

Sheila Sprunk 

Casey & Stephanie Strand 

David & Ardell Strand 

John & Christy Strand 

Eric & Carrie Voightman 

Ryan & Melissa Wolf 

Your cooperation is much appreciated! 

REMINDERS 

USHERS 

Brent Everson, Kyle Jorissen, 

Tom Muscha 

The January Reminder page 

will come out a later date. 

https://volunteersignup.org/EC9QQ


D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 9  

S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

1 

8:00am Worship w/

Communion 

9:15am Coffee/

Sunday School 

10:30am Worship w/

Communion 

2 

10:00am Widows Grp 

 

3 

5:00pm ATA 

 

4 

9:00am Bible Study 

9:30am Quilters 

4:00pm 7th Gr Conf 

6:30pm 10th Gr Conf 

5 

2:00pm Rachel Circle 

5:00pm ATA 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

6 Pastor Day off 

6:00pm Soul Sisters 

7 

8 Poinsettia Orders due 

8:00am Worship w/

Communion 

9:15am Coffee/

Sunday School 

10:30am Worship w/

Communion 

11:30 Scalloped 

Potatoes & Ham 

9 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

7:00pm Council Mtg 

10 

5:00pm ATA 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

11 

9:00am Bible Study 

9:30am Quilters 

2:00pm Women of 

Faith 

3:45pm Cast Practice 

4:00pm 7th Gr Conf 

6:30pm 10th Gr Conf 

12 

12:00pm Ministerium 

5:00pm ATA 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

13 Pastor Day off 14 

4:00pm PreK-1st Gr 

Program practice 

5:00pm Pizza Supper 

5:45pm 2nd-5th Gr 

Program practice 

15 

9:15am Worship /

PreK-1st Program 

10:30am Worship / 

2nd-5th Program 

5:00pm FCA @School 

16 

10:00am Widows Grp 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

17 

5:00pm ATA 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

18 

9:00am Bible Study 

9:30am Quilters 

No Confirmation 

7:00pm Men of Mar-

tin’s @Red Baron 

19 

9:30am Casselwood 

5:00pm ATA 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

20 Pastor Day off 21 

22 

9:30am Worship w/

Communion/Bells 

10:30am Coffee 

 

23 24 Christmas Eve 

4:00pm Candle-

light Worship w/

Communion 

8:00pm Candle-

light Worship w/

Communion 

25 Christmas Day 

    Office Closed 

26 27 Pastor Day off 28 

29 

9:30am Worship  

10:30am Coffee 

 

30 31     



JANUARY 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 New Year’s Day 

Office Closed 

2 

2pm Rachel Circle 

4pm ATA 

 

3 Pastor Day Off 

Office Closed 

4 

5 

9:30am Worship w/ 

Communion 

10:30am Coffee 

6 

10:00am Widows Grp 

4pm ATA 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

7 

4pm ATA 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

8 

9:00am Bible Study 

9:30am Quilting 

2pm Women of Faith 

Bible Study 

4:00pm 6th Gr Conf 

Grp Activity 

7:00pm Council Mtg 

9 

12:00pm Ministerium 

4pm ATA 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

10 Pastor Day Off 11 

12 Baptism of the 

Lord 

9:30am Worship w/ 

Communion 

10:30am Sunday 

School/Old Fashion 

Dinner 

13 

4pm ATA 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

14 

4pm ATA 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

15 

9:00am Bible Study 

9:30am Quilting 

4pm 6th Gr. Conf. 

6:30pm 9th Gr. Conf. 

7:00pm Worship & 

Music Mtg 

 

16 

9:30am Casselwood 

4pm ATA 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

17 Pastor Day Off 18 

19 

9:30am Worship w/ 

Communion 

10:30am Sunday 

School/Coffee 

20 Office closed 

10:00am Widows Grp 

4pm ATA 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

7:30pm Men of Mar-

tin’s @Red Baron 

Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day 

21 

4pm ATA 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

22 

9:00am Bible Study 

9:30am Quilting 

No Confirmation 

Christian Unity Wor-

ship @St. Leo’s 

23 

4pm ATA 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

24 Pastor Day Off 25 

26 

9:30am Worship  

10:30am Sunday 

School/Coffee/Annual 

Meeting 

27 

4pm ATA 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

28 

4pm ATA 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

29 

9:00am Bible Study 

9:30am Quilting 

4pm 6th Gr. Conf. 

6:30pm 9th Gr. Conf. 

 

Pastor Keith out for 

Cont. Educ. and 

30 

4pm ATA 

5:30pm Holy Yoga 

 

 

Feed My Starving 

Children 30th-31st 

31 Pastor Day Off  


